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Home Secretary, and Sir Henry Hardinge, Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland. Mr. Gladstone, who had been returned
for Parliament on the passing of the Eeform Bill as
member for Newark, now first took office as one of the
junior Lords of the Treasury, being transferred a short
time later to the Under-Secretaryship for the Colonies,
the office in which Peel himself had first entered the
service of the Crown.
Much indignation and ridicule were spent upon
Wellington for his assumption of all the principal offices
of State while awaiting Peel's return from the Continent.
But these recriminations hardly belong to history.
They are merely a part of the conventional cut and
thrust of party conflict. Certainly, if the arrangement
had been other than provisional, it would have been
unconstitutional. If the minister had been any other
than Wellington, it would have been inexpedient. Peel's
difficulties were not seriously increased by having r to
defend it; it evoked much public criticism, but it did not
incur Parliamentary censure, and the duke himself suc-
cessfully vindicated his conduct and demonstrated the
purely provisional character of the arrangement by
stating in the House of Lords " that during the whole
time he held the seals there was not a single office
disposed of nor an act done which was not essentially
necessary for the service of the king and of the country/7
Peel's real difficulties were of another kind. He was
suddenly called to office without having been a party to
the transactions which led to the summons. He had
laboured to reconstruct his party on lines determined by
the constitutional changes effected in 1832. His work
was far from complete. The time was not yet ripe, as